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for her husband and the love of a mother for her
child in his approach to God. In the last section he
identifies himself with Dasaratha who laments
for his exiled son, Rama. His poem expresses the
inwardness of vision which a soul experiences in
its travel towards God. His verses are pregnant
with celestial fire.

8. PERIALWAR : He was known -as Vishnu
Siddha, a Brahmin who lived at Srivilliputtur in
Tamil Nadu in the 8th Century A.D. He was
serving God by making garlands from the flowers
in his garden and offering them to the temple for
adorning the idol. He has sung Thirumozhi of
472 verses and also Thirupallandu in praise of
God Vishnu. The latter is sung by devotees every
morning. In Thirumozhi the Alwar assumes the
role of the parents of Krishna and also the friends
of Krishna. He enjoys singing about His experi-
ences at the various stages in the childhood of
Krishna. Godha, known as Andal, was his
foster-daughter. Perialwar went to the assembly
of scholars at Madura, presided over by the king
Vallaba Deva Pandian. There he explained the
nature and attributes of Lord Vishnu and got a
bunch of gold coins as his prize. He is also known
as  Pattar-piran. He lived for 85 summers.

9. ANDAL was the only woman Alwar and
was called Godha. She was the foster-daughter of
Perialwar. She is said to have been born in 716
A.D. and was found by Perialwar in his garden
amidst Tuisi plants. Even from childhood Andal
began to worship Lord Krishna. When she be-
came a maiden, she began to worship Him as her
beloved and wished to be married 10 Him alone.